
The International Perspective of Gender Medicine  

 

The International Society of Gender Medicine (IGM) is an international umbrella organization for 

professional societies and individuals. Currently, IGM counts among its members societies and 

organizations in Austria, Germany, Israel, Italy, Sweden and the USA with a total membership of 

approximately 450 professionals from various medical disciplines. It is the aim of IGM to be 

instrumental in encouraging and supporting the creation of professional organizations dedicated to the 

promotion of sex/gender medicine. The specific purpose of the society is to establish and develop 

gender medicine in an international context by promoting gender –specific research in basic sciences, 

clinical medicine and public health. This requires the identification and and assistance in recruitment of 

appropriate funding for stipends and research grants. IGM aims to act as initiator, coordinator and 

facilitator in this endeavor.  

As a truly interdisciplinary organization which aims to by bringing together scientists and clinicians of 

diverse backgrounds, IGM invests major efforts to raise public awareness and to put emphasis to 

introduce teaching of Gender Medicine into official frameworks like medical schools and colleges and 

to prepare and allocate gender-specific learning materials and to provide gender trainings for 

instructors. The raising of public awareness can be achieved by active collaboration with and openness 

towards written and electronic media and by proposing lectures and workshops to non-medical 

organizations and societies. Moreover, contact is sought with opinion makers, regulators, NGOs and 

governmental agencies. Teaching activities are geared towards the establishment courses for medical 

and non-medical individuals, summerschools, local and international courses, web-learning and to the 

creation of satellite symposia at national and international congresses. IGM should become a major 

source for information open to everybody. The website of IGM (www.isogem.com ) is designed to 

develop into an international hub for facilitating interdisciplinary interaction and research on 

sex/gender differences in basic and clinical frameworks, for disseminating information on teaching and 

research activities and for recruitment of members into professional societies and IGM. Last not least, 

IGM should continue to maintain it leading role as organizer of international meetings and congresses 

which should attract professionals from all over the world and should be recognized as the major and 

most important platform for exchange of knowledge in the field of gender medicine. 


